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I knew the work in question very well by name, but I thought that it treated simply of a system of paying wages, the differential system, more or less similar to Halsley's system of premiums, which had not seemed to me sufficiently interesting to make me buy the book and read it. Once in possession of this volume, I studied it conscientiously and I was profoundly surprised to find in it a very remarkable application of the scientific method to industrial problems. In undertaking the publication of La Revue de Metallurgie, I had proposed to generalize the applications of science to industry, but I had not understood the full extent of the domain of science. I had hardly dreamed beyond the introduction of the laboratory and of its experimental methods in factories, but I had not foreseen the possibility of extending the domain of science over all the realm of industry, including questions of organization, commercial questions, labor questions, etc.
1 was somewhat ashamed to find the science of a practical man infinitely more developed (f levee) than my own. From that day on I felt myself obliged, in order to remain faithful to the program which I had from the first mapped out for myself, to constitute myself an apostle of the Taylor System. From the beginning I was perfectly aware of the difficulties and of the time which the spread of the new ideas would require. It had already been hard enough to induce manufacturers to make use of laboratories, even when the material results were tangible and paid immediately. It would be still more difficult to make them accept a more complex